
Yes to School Uniforms 

 

“You are not wearing that to school!”  At one time or another, most teenagers have heard that 
comment from an angry parent over clothing choices.  As a member of the school board advisory 
committee, I believe these heated exchanges between teenagers and their parents can be avoided if 
school districts adopt a uniform policy.  Because of safety issues, financial assistance, and school unity 
concerns, I join other community leaders in support of a school uniform policy for our local high school.   

First, uniforms address safety issues.  With a uniform policy, school administrators can easily 
identify trespassers and usher them off campus.  My friend Mary said she felt much safer at her local 
high school since uniforms were adopted.  She reported that there were fewer lunch time interruptions 
from outsiders coming on campus to market marijuana and other illegal drugs.   Also, several area 
principals have reported fewer incidents of gang related activity on campus since students are required 
to be in uniform.   

In addition to the welcomed safety benefits, uniforms also provide financial assistance to 
families during an economic crisis.  Conducting my own research, I found that parents can purchase a 
uniform (khaki pants and polo -type shirt) at Wal-Mart or Target for around twenty-five dollars.  
Compared to mall shopping where a designer shirt alone cost twice that much, this is a tremendous 
savings for parents with several school-age children.  Besides that, parents report that uniform sets can 
be passed down to younger children in the family thus saving parents even more money.  

Along with the safety and financial gains offered by uniforms, another added benefit comes in 
the form of school unity.  A survey was conducted recently among several hundred school age children.   
The results showed that the uniformed students’ perceptions of school were more positive than the 
students without uniforms.  These uniformed students reported that they enjoyed going to school and 
felt connected; in other words, they had a sense of “being like a team.”  Add to this the comments from 
school principals whose districts have adopted a dress code policy.  They reported that their attendance 
rates have improved significantly since the enforcement of dress code policies. 

The adoption of a uniform policy seems to me to be a “win-win” situation for the students, the 
parents, and school district.  Uniforms definitely address safety issues which is the number one concern 
among parents of school age children.  In addition, uniforms  provide financial relief to parents, and the 
students benefit because they feel connected to the school and want to be in the classroom.  For all 
these reasons, I urge parents in the district to join me in support of a uniform policy for the 2012-2013 
school  year. 

 

 

Color Coding:  
Blue=example 
Red= authority 
Green=fact 
 


